STUDIES   IN   A   DYING   CULTURE
Every hero from Alexander to Napoleon might take
this as his motto.
Yet the very source of this power outside the sphere
of contemporary consciousness has its dangers. For the
power, just because it does not consciously know its
goal, may be wasted in a useless explosion Because
all men feel at such times, in the same vague and un-
fommlated way the tension in society pressing for an
outlet, they may be the prey of any charlatan who
speaks a mystical language calling for change. The
force will be tapped that could move mountains, but
here the charlatan is as blind as they. For this is the
difference between the charlatan and the hero. The
charlatan has power over men but not over matter.
He does not know the joints of the chicken of circum-
stance. He leads men back into abandoned ways and
forgotten heresies
For at such a time, because of the force that is being
generated, there must be motion The sum of things
is tottering and man must go either backwards or for-
wards. Just as the neurotic goes back to a childhood
solution, faced with impossible adult problems, so
civilisation in times of stress such as we have pictured
may move towards a previous solution, to some golden
age of autocracy or feudalism which once was fertile.
But the past can never be again. Just because the present
has intervened, nothing can ever be as it once was.
The fabric of society has become too changed and
subtle to take up the old shape. Like the neurosis,
social regression is no solution.
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